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HERNANDEZ NOT GUILTY
A Boston jury acquits the former 
New England Patriots tight end 

of two murder charges. A2

BEST OF THE BEST
Izzy Booth of Rogers High School 
leads The Daily News All-County 

girls basketball team. B1
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W E E K E N D  E D I T I O N ‹›
Saturday and Sunday

April 15-16, 2017

By Laura Damon
Staff writer

NEWPORT — Every Wednesday, Ari-
lyn Mitchell can be found setting up her 
95-pound harp and playing to the delight 
of  patients, visitors and staff  at Newport 
Hospital. The teenager says she some-
times wears pearls because she knows 
the older women like the addition of  
such lovely details to her performances. 
“It’s all about cheering people up,” 
Mitchell said.

Even if  Mitchell leaves the pearls 
at home, her music fills the void left 
by such nuanced visual touches. Kim 
Mitchell, Arilyn’s mother, said a woman 
at the hospital once heard her daughter 

play and said, 
“It sounds like 
how heaven must 
sound.”

Mitchell, 16, 
of  Newport has 
played her harp 
every Wednesday 
from 10:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the 
hospital for 
more than two 
years. She starts 
her days play-
ing in the hos-
pital’s Lifespan 
Cancer Institute 

for patients undergoing infusion treat-
ments. She then moves to the Vanderbilt 
Rehabilitation Center for patients recov-
ering from stroke or major surgeries, 
and finishes by playing in the Hill Court-
yard for visitors and patients.

Mitchell is this year’s winner of  The 
Newport Daily News Outstanding Youth 
Volunteer Award. She will be honored 
along with the newspaper’s Community 
Service Award recipients — Lillian Har-
grove, Patrick Burke and the late Eric 
Shaw — at a banquet Tuesday, April 25, 
starting at 6 p.m. at the Atlantic Resort 
in Middletown.

Mitchell is the youngest of  five chil-
dren; she has two brothers and two sis-
ters. One of  her sisters, who is a sur-
geon, suggested years ago that Mitchell 
start playing her harp at hospitals. 

By Sean Flynn
Staff writer

NEWPORT — Michael Smith, who 
opposed former Senate President M. 
Teresa Paiva Weed, D-Newport, in 2014 
as a Republican is gearing up for a sec-
ond run for the District 
13 Senate seat.

“It’s safe to assume 
I’ ll  be running as 
a Republican, but I 
don’t want to make 
an official announce-
ment until Tuesday,” 
he said Friday night. 
“There are statements 
and positions on issues that I’m now for-
mulating to make it complete.”

The press conference will be held in 
King Park on Wellington Avenue begin-
ning at noon. His pending declaration 
would make him the first Republican to 
enter the race.

Smith will be making his third run 
for the General Assembly. He lost his 
bid to unseat State Rep. Lauren Car-
son, D-Newport, in the November 2016 
election, when he ran as an independent 
candidate.

Smith, 49, is the owner of  Industry 
Electric Inc., based in Newport, and he 
also lives in the city with his wife and 
three children.

“Jobs for middle-class families and 
the economy are going to be the cen-
terpieces of  my campaign,” he said 
in a brief  telephone interview Friday 
night. “Both Newport and Jamestown 
and losing population and need year-
round local economies.”

Newport, with its reliance on the 
tourist, hospitality and restaurant busi-
ness, does not have a “resilient econ-
omy,” he said.

He said Newport has lost one-half  
its population from its high point more 

MUSIC TO THEIR EARS

Dave Hansen | Staff photographer

Harp prodigy Arilyn Mitchell, 16, of Newport, winner of The Newport Daily News Outstanding 
Youth Volunteer Award, has been entertaining patients at hospitals since she was 11.

ALSO
 ◆ For banquet information, see 

the advertisement on Page A7.

 ◆ To read profiles of all the 
winners that previously ran in the 
paper, visit NewportDailyNews.
com.

THE NEWPORT DAILY NEWS 2017 OUTSTANDING YOUTH VOLUNTEER AWARD

Young harpist’s performances ease anxiety of patients at Newport Hospital

‘The patient 
feedback to 

Arilyn’s music is 
amazing. Many 
comment on 

how much they 
are enjoying the 

harp player.’

LISA COBLE
Newport Hospital director 

of volunteer services

>>> GRANT MAKES 
COMPUTER LAB a 
reality at All Saints 
Academy. A3

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
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Art Museum. C10 For home delivery, call

849-3300, Ext. 299
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WEATHER
Today, sunny. High 56. 
Tonight, cloudy. Low 48.

Sunday, becoming sunny. 
High 67. 
Sunday night, partly 
cloudy. Low 52.

Details, A7

INSIDE
today’s news

Some things you
won’t want to miss

Smith

By Sean Flynn
Staff writer

NEWPORT — William Vareika accepted the 
award for John La Farge’s induction into the 
Rhode Island Heritage Hall of  Fame in 2011, lit-
tle knowing he would be joining the famous art-
ist in the hall six years later.

Bart Dunbar, chairman of  the nonprofit orga-
nization Oliver Hazard Perry Rhode Island and 

president of  
Bowen’s Wharf  
Co., which he 
began devel-
oping almost 
50 years ago, 
will  also be 
inducted in the 
Hall of  Fame 
this year.

“It’s a great honor,” Vareika said. “Anyone 
who is selected is humbled because of  the great 
people who are already in the Hall of  Fame.”

Vareika first became acquainted with the 
work of  La Farge, who lived from 1835 to 1910 
and spent much of  his life in Newport, during 
an art history class at Boston College. When 
Vareika visited Newport as part of  his studies 
in the early 1970s, he was drawn into a struggle 
to save Newport Congregational Church with 
its La Farge murals and stained-glass windows 
from bulldozing.

He decided to devote his summer before law 
school to the campaign, which turned into six 
years of  unpaid community organizing and 
negotiating among church members and devel-
opers.

“That’s what brought me here, that’s what 
kept me here, and that’s why I stayed out of  law 
school,” Vareika said.

He started working for the Newport Art 
Museum and began trolling yard sales and thrift 
shops for art works and reselling them to gal-
leries.

Vareika and his wife Alison opened William 
Vareika Fine Arts on Bellevue Avenue in 1987 
and have built it into one of  the largest and most 
respected galleries in the country, specializing in 
the purchase and sale of  18th-Century to early 
20th-Century American works of  art, with an 
emphasis on the important artists who were 
attracted to the Newport region.

“The gallery has also been recognized for 
presenting benefit exhibitions that have raised 
public awareness and millions of  dollars for a 
variety of  charitable causes,” the Hall of  Fame 

induction nomination says.
Dunbar took over Bowen’s Wharf  in down-

town Newport in 1969 and turned it into a com-
mercial center of  the Newport waterfront. Cur-
rently Bowen’s Wharf  provides water access for 
a commercial fishery business, one sailing and 
two power harbor tour businesses, the James-
town-Newport ferry service and Save The Bay 
vessels.

He is a graduate of  Harvard University who 
taught steamship and sail training at the Naval 
Academy after having been exposed to sailing at 
an early age by his father, a yacht designer, and 
a family that was fully immersed in the boat-
ing world.

Dunbar played a key role in the incorpora-
tion of  the American Sail Training Association, 
now called Tall Ships America, in the early 1970s.

He led the effort to build the 200-foot SSV Oli-
ver Hazard Perry, a three-masted, square-rigged 
Tall Ship that was named “Rhode Island’s Official 
Sailing Education Vessel” by the General Assem-
bly. The ship began its education-at-sea programs 
in 2015 in partnership with various educational 

institutions, while also offering camp opportuni-
ties for teens and sailing adventures for adults.

Vareika and Dunbar were nominated to the 
Hall of  Fame by author, playwright and script-
writer Ken Dooley, who lives in Newport.

The Rhode Island Heritage Hall of  Fame was 
established in 1965 to honor and publicize the 
achievements of  men and women from the state 
who have, in the words of  the induction citation, 
“made significant contributions to their commu-
nity, state, and, or nation.”

Past inductees include the historical figures 
Roger Williams, Moses Brown, Oliver Hazard 
Perry, Richard Morris Hunt and Stanford White, 
while more recent honorees include the late U.S 
senators Claiborne Pell, John Chafee and John 
Pastore, as well as actors James Woods and 
Anthony Quinn.

“Newport has contributed many outstanding 
individuals to the Rhode Island Heritage Hall of  
Fame,” announced Patrick Conley, chairman of  
the Hall of  Fame’s board of  directors. “The rich 
tradition continues with the addition of  such 
outstanding candidates as William M. Vareika 
and Bartlett S. Dunbar.”

Conley pointed out they will be joining recent 
Newport inductees like the late Noreen Stonor 
Drexel, a philanthropist and community leader 
who was inducted in 2015 and the late Leonard J. 
Panaggio, who was long active in state tourism 

2 Newport men bound for Heritage Hall of Fame

Vareika Dunbar

‘Newport has contributed many outstanding individuals to the Rhode Island 
Heritage Hall of Fame. The rich tradition continues with the addition of such 

outstanding candidates as William M. Vareika and Bartlett S. Dunbar.’

PATRICK CONLEY
chairman of the Rhode Island Heritage Hall of Fame board of directors

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Smith 
to join 
race for 
Senate
The Newport resident is the first 
Republican to declare his  
intention to run for the seat 
vacated by M. Teresa Paiva Weed.

MUSIC  A7

SMITH  A7

HERITAGE  A7
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For questions about reservations contact Katelyn McSherry at 401-380-2319 or Marketing@NewportRI.com
Reservations can be made online at NewportDailyNews.com. Credit card payments also accepted, over the phone.

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
AWARDS

Join Us For

THE ATLANTIC RESORT  MIDDLETOWN | TUESDAY, APRIL 25, 2017 
COCKTAILS (CASH BAR) 6 PM | DINNER 7 PM | $45 per person 

Live Entertainment by Lois Vaughan

Lillian Hargrove, Patrick Burke and Eric Shaw 
(Posthumous) have contributed greatly to the community with years of dedicated 

unselfish service. This award honors their contributions and encourages others to 
dedicate themselves to making Newport County a better place to live.

Arilyn Mitchell is the recipient of the Outstanding Youth Volunteer Award, 
meant to recognize and encourage young adults who are dedicated to volunteerism.

  To reserve a table of 10: The names of all the guests who will be at the table and payment for the 
entire table must be provided at the time the reservation is made.
  All other seats will be reserved at available tables on a first-come, first-served basis.
  Reservations only will be made when accompanied by payment.
 Please reserve seats no later than Friday, April 21, at 4 p.m.

www.NewportDailyNews.com

Listening to that advice, she made her 
debut at the age of  11 at Naval Hospital 
Bremerton in Washington, and has been 
volunteering at various hospitals and 
nursing centers ever since.

As part of  a Navy family, Mitchell and 
her siblings have faced multiple reloca-
tions across the country over the years. 
She received her education through 
home-schooling, and recently completed 
her academics. Now she says her hope is 
to pursue a career as a concert harpist. 
To help her reach that goal, she is apply-
ing to the Curtis Institute of  Music in 
Philadelphia, and the Manhattan School 
of  Music, Mannes School of  Music and 
Eastman School of  Music, all in New 
York. She said she hopes to start school 
in the fall of  2018. Lately, she said she has 
been fully focused on “really nailing my 
audition pieces.”

“It can get very busy, but it’s worth-
while,” Mitchell said of  her musical 
schedule. She’s been playing the harp for 
about seven years and practices every day.

Mitchell is a member of  the Boston 
Philharmonic Youth Orchestra and trav-
els to that city once a week to practice 
with well-known harpist Carl Swanson. 
She also travels once a month to New 
York City to practice with Emmanuel 
Ceysson, principal harpist for the Metro-
politan Opera.

“I’m learning to focus my energy on 
paying attention to the small things,” 
said Mitchell, referring to accents on 
particular notes or the stiffness of  a fin-
ger as she strums her harp.

When she volunteers at Newport Hos-
pital, she plays “everything,” from Bach 
and romantic French pieces to The Bea-
tles, The Monkees and Led Zeppelin. 
“Stairway to Heaven” is a favorite, she 
said, “because you totally don’t expect 
it.”

Most of  the patients in Mitchell’s audi-
ence are older, she said. “The patients 
really enjoy having songs from their 
youth,” Kim Mitchell said, adding that 
requests always pour in for songs from 
the 1920s and ’30s, as well as Frank Sina-
tra classics. And the young harpist hap-
pily obliges.

“The patient feedback to Arilyn’s 
music is amazing,” Lisa Coble, director 
of  volunteer services at Newport Hospi-
tal, wrote in her letter nominating Mitch-
ell. “Many comment on how much they 
are enjoying the harp player.”

Mitchell sets up near the Cancer Cen-
ter’s waiting room, which she calls “a 
very sound-effective area.”

“The music spreads so everyone can 
hear me,” she said.

Jayne Ritz, the clinical manager of  the 
Cancer Center, said Mitchell possesses 
a “maturity well beyond her years” and 
is very cognizant of  the volume of  her 
music. Ritz said all patients and visitors 
love to hear Mitchell’s music, but infu-
sion patients especially find her perfor-
mances very relaxing. The music “helps 
the time go by a little more quickly for 
them,” Ritz said.

Mitchell’s volunteer time involves 
more than music therapy, however. “She 
not just plays the harp, she actually goes 
in and talks to patients,” Ritz said.

“It’s very rewarding knowing I’ve 
brought that little bit of  peace,” Mitchell 
said, adding that she’s often approached 
when she’s running errands around 
Newport and praised for her talent and 
volunteerism.

“It’s like everywhere I go there’s some-
one that has heard me,” she said. But she 
doesn’t volunteer for the recognition. 
“It’s more about reaching people and 
helping them,” she said.

The music therapy she provides isn’t 
the only contribution the teenager has 
made to the hospital. Last year, she coor-
dinated the planting of  500 daffodil 
bulbs by the hospital’s emergency room 
entrance.

“Everywhere we’ve lived, we’ve 
always planted bulbs,” said Kim Mitch-
ell, of  a tradition that started every time 
the Navy family was uprooted.

Last year, Mitchell played her harp at 
an event for the Newport Daffodil Days 
Festival. She requested that John Hirsch-
boeck, Daffodillion Project director, pay 
her in bulbs in lieu of  monetary compen-
sation. Mitchell requested 250 bulbs, but 
Hirschboeck doubled that amount. As 
a result, two huge boxes containing 500 
daffodil bulbs arrived on Mitchell’s door-
step from Amsterdam.

Now, the hospital’s daffodils are finally 
blooming. “I was so thrilled,” said Mitch-
ell when she saw the yellow petals.

Of  The Daily News honor, Mitchell 
said “It’s very special and I’m very glad 
and appreciative of  that.” Like the other 
honorees, though, she said she doesn’t 
seek praise or recognition. Mitchell vol-
unteers at the hospital “to share my 
music.” She said the looks of  content and 
relaxation on the faces of  patients and 
their families is reward enough.

Damon@NewportRI.com

Music
Continued from A1 W E A T H E R

COASTAL RHODE ISLAND
Today, sunny, breezy. 

High near 56. Tonight, 
increasing clouds with a 
chance of showers. Low 
around 48.

Sunday, mostly 
cloudy, breezy, gradually 
becoming sunny. High near 
67. Sunday night, partly 
cloudy. Low around 52.

EXTENDED
Monday, sunny. High 

near 62. Monday night, 
mostly clear. Low around 
42.

Tuesday, sunny. High 
near 52.

MARINE
Today, southwest wind 

10-15 knots with gusts up 
to 20 knots, increasing to 
30 knots in the afternoon. 
Waves 2-3 feet.

Tonight, southwest wind 
10-15 knots, increasing to 
15-20 knots after midnight 
with gust up to 25 knots. 
Waves 2-3 feet.

Sunday, southwest wind 
10-15 knots with gusts 
up to 30 knots. Waves 
2-4 feet. Sunday night, 
southwest wind 10-15 
knots with gusts up 20 
25 knots, becoming west 
5-10 knots after midnight. 
Waves 2-4 feet.

TIDES, ETC.
Today’s high tides: 

11:21 a.m., 11:36 p.m. 
Low tides: 4:34 a.m., 
4:31 p.m. Sunday’s high 
tide: 12:02 p.m. Low tides: 
5:13 a.m., 5:10 p.m.

Today’s sunrise 6:05, 
sunset 7:26. Sunday’s 
sunrise 6:03, sunset 7:27.

Friday’s temperatures: 
high 60, low 37.

Friday’s numbers

RHODE ISLAND
Numbers Midday: 1-4-2-7
Numbers Evening: 2-6-4-1

MEGA MILLIONS
5-10-55-60-73
Mega Ball 12

L O T T E R I E S

C O R R E C T I O N
A brief on Page A5 

of Friday’s Daily News 
contained incorrect 
information. The Historic 
Cemetery Advisory 
Commission of the 
Common Burial Ground will 
host an open house and 
self-guided tours today 
from noon to 2 p.m. at the 
Common Burying Ground 
located on Farewell and 
Warner streets in Newport.

The Newport Daily 
News seeks to be fair and 
accurate in reporting the 
news. If you believe we 
have published an error, 
please let us know. Call the 
city editor at 849-3300, 
Ext. 254, send an email to 
CityDesk@NewportRI.com 
or write us at 101 Malbone 

than 30 years ago and is projected to 
lose another 20 percent in the next 15 
years.

Three Newport Democrats have 
announced their intention to run for 
the seat in District 13, which includes 
Jamestown and part of  Newport.

Newport City Councilman John 
Florez, owner of  the firm Drupal Con-
nect that develops websites; attorney 
Dawn Euer, a social activist who is co-
project director of  the Newport Open 
Space Partnership; and David Allard, 
a state Department of  Education 
employee and former outreach man-
ager for Gov. Gina Raimondo, would 
face each other in a Democratic pri-
mary scheduled for Tuesday, July 18, 
if  they all qualify for the ballot.

There would only be a Republican 
primary that day if  another candidate 

joins the race to oppose Smith.
The period for candidates to file 

declarations of  candidacy with their 
local board of  canvassers is June 8-9. 
The deadline to register to vote in any 
upcoming primary would be June 18, 
and the last day to register to vote in 
the upcoming special election is July 
23.

The special election will be held 
Tuesday, Aug. 22. If  there are any inde-
pendent candidates, they would be on 
the ballot with the Democratic and 
Republican nominees.

Paiva Weed, who resigned March 
31 to assume the position of  president 
of  the Hospital Association of  Rhode 
Island starting on May 1, faced inde-
pendent challenger Sav Rebecchi in 
the 2016 election, when she received 
67 percent of  the vote.

“Woo hoo! Looks like I won’t have to 
run again,” Rebecchi wrote Friday on 
Twitter. “Mike Smith for Senate Dis-
trict 13 is the way it should have been 

in November 2016.”
In a statement that he sent to 

media on Friday, Smith pointed out 
he received 46 percent of  the vote in 
his 2014 race, making it the closest 
election race Paiva Weed ever had in 
her many years in office. She was first 
elected to the Senate in 1993.

“Paiva Weed spent a thumping 
$134,000.00 in comparison to Smith’s 
$10,000,” the statement said.

When he ran against Paiva Weed, 
Smith said he had always opposed 
expansion of  the slots parlor Newport 
Grand into a full casino and argued 
the General Assembly was “overreach-
ing” by putting a referendum question 
on the ballots of  both 2012 and 2014. 
Tiverton voters approved in 2016 the 
establishment of  a full casino in the 
town and Newport Grand owner Twin 
River plans to transfer the license 
there in 2018.

Flynn@NewportRI.com

Smith
Continued from A1

development and was a columnist 
for The Newport Daily News. He was 
inducted in 2016.

Among the many organizations 
that have benefited from Vareika’s 
charitable giving on Aquidneck 
Island are Aquidneck Land Trust; 
the International Yachting Restora-
tion School and Museum of  Yacht-
ing; the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Community Center; Newport His-
torical Society; Newport Music Fes-
tival; Newport Opera House; New-
port Tree Society; The Norman 
Bird Sanctuary; the Potter League 
for Animals; Preservation Society of  
Newport County; Redwood Library 
and Athenaeum; Salve Regina Uni-
versity and Save The Bay. The list 
is much longer when organizations 
across the state and in New England 

are included.
Vareika also has donated dozens 

of  artworks to museums and other 
charitable organizations. He estab-
lished the William Vareika Award 
for Arts and Public Policy conferred 
annually on a Salve Regina graduate 
with a demonstrated appreciation 
for art, as well as a social conscience.

Vareika served on the board of  the 
Newport Art Museum for 20 years 
and was a member of  the museum’s 
Collections and Exhibitions Commit-
tee for 38 years. He has been a board 
member of  the Redwood Library and 
Athenaeum, the Newport Music Fes-
tival, and Save The Bay. He also has 
served on a number of  advisory com-
mittees, including the Martin Luther 
King Center.

He is a former vice chairman of  
the Rhode Island State Council on 
the Arts, and remains a member of  
the State House Restoration Society. 
He is a member of  the board of  the 

Rhode Island State Council on the 
Humanities and a trustee of  the non-
profit Newport Festivals Foundation 
that operates the Newport Jazz Fes-
tival and the Newport Folk Festival.

Dunbar served nine years as in 
officer in the Navy, where he was 
involved in the formation of  six 
sailing associations, ran the Navy’s 
basic seamanship program at the 
Naval Academy and co-authored 
the Navy’s basic seamanship book, 
Sail and Power.

With extensive community 
involvement, Dunbar and his wife, 
Lisa, see philanthropy as a way of  
living. The Dunbar’s eldest son, 
Emmett, and Lisa started the Aquid-
neck Grower’s Market, the first farm-
er’s market in Newport now with 
two locations. The family has been 
involved in, among other organiza-
tions, Child & Family, the Newport 
Tree Society, the Historical Society 
and the Martin Luther King Center.

“Supporting Child & Family and 
others who serve here is what it 
means to be a Newporter,” Dunbar 
said. “Pulling everyone in from the 
community is symbolic of  why peo-
ple are proud of  our city.”

Dunbar was a co-founder of  Sail 
Newport after Newport’s loss of  
hosting the America’s Cup in 1983.

“Sailing is not just about yacht 
racing, there are many different 
aspects of  learning from sailing, and 
there are so many kids growing up 
here, living around the water, who 
don’t have that access or opportu-
nity,” he said.

The induction ceremony for 
Vareika and Dunbar will take place 
Saturday, May 6, at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel in Warwick beginning at 6 p.m.

Reservations for the event can be 
made by calling 556-6174 or emailing 
somravanh@gmail.com

Flynn@NewportRI.com

Heritage
Continued from A1

PYONGYANG, North Korea (AP) — 
President Donald Trump’s tweets are 
adding fuel to a “vicious cycle” of  ten-
sions on the Korean Peninsula, North 
Korea’s vice foreign minister told The 
Associated Press in an exclusive inter-
view Friday. The official added that if  
the U.S. shows any sign of  “reckless” 
military aggression, Pyongyang is 
ready to launch a pre-emptive strike 
of  its own.

Vice Minister Han Song Ryol said 
Pyongyang has determined the Trump 
administration is “more vicious and 
more aggressive” than that of  Barack 
Obama. He added that North Korea 
will keep building its nuclear arsenal 
in “quality and quantity” and said 
Pyongyang is ready to go to war if  
that’s what Trump wants.

Tensions between Pyongyang and 
Washington go back to President 
Harry Truman and the 1950-53 Korean 
War, which ended in an armistice, not 
a peace treaty. But the heat has been 
rising rapidly since Trump took office 
in January.

This year’s joint war games between 
the U.S. and South Korean militar-
ies are the biggest so far. The USS 
Carl Vinson aircraft carrier has been 
diverted back to the waters off  Korea 
after heading for Australia, and U.S. 
satellite imagery suggests the North 
could conduct another underground 
nuclear test at any time. Pyongyang 
recently tested a ballistic missile 
and claims it is close to perfecting an 
intercontinental ballistic missile and 
nuclear warhead that could attack the 
U.S. mainland.

Many experts believe that at its cur-
rent pace of  testing, North Korea could 
reach that potentially game-changing 
milestone within a few years — under 
Trump’s watch as president. Despite 
reports that Washington is consider-
ing military action if  the North goes 
ahead with another nuclear test, Han 
did not rule out the possibility of  a test 
in the near future.

“That is something that our head-
quarters decides,” he said during the 
40-minute interview in Pyongyang, 
which is now gearing up for a major 
holiday — and possibly a big military 
parade — today. “At a time and at a 
place where the headquarters deems 
necessary, it will take place.”

The North conducted two such tests 
last year alone. The first was of  what it 
claims to have been a hydrogen bomb 

and the second was its most powerful 
ever. Expectations are high the North 
may put its newest missiles on display 
during Saturday’s parade.

The annual U.S.-South Korea mili-
tary exercises have consistently infu-
riated the North, which views them as 
rehearsals for an invasion. Washing-
ton and Seoul deny that, but reports 
that exercises have included “decapita-
tion strikes” aimed at the North’s lead-
ership have fanned Pyongyang’s anger.

Han said Trump’s tweets have also 
added fuel to the flames.

Trump posted a tweet Tuesday 
in which he said the North is “look-
ing for trouble” and reiterated his 
call for more pressure from Beijing, 
North Korea’s economic lifeline, to 
clamp down on trade and strengthen 
its enforcement of  U.N. sanctions to 
persuade Pyongyang to denuclearize.

Trump has threatened that if  Bei-
jing isn’t willing to do more to squeeze 
the North, the U.S. might take the mat-
ter into its own hands.

“Trump is always making provoca-
tions with his aggressive words,” Han 
said. “It’s not the DPRK but the U.S. 
and Trump that makes trouble.” North 
Korea’s official name is the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of  Korea.

He added: “We will go to war if  they 
choose.”

A U.S. State Department official 
said later Friday the U.S. was align-
ing “all elements of  national power” to 

get North Korea to abandon its nuclear 
and missile programs.

The official, who wasn’t authorized 
to be quoted by name and demanded 
anonymity, lamented Pyongyang’s “far 
too common and far too dangerous” 
provocations, and said Washington 
would work with international part-
ners to cut the North’s government off  
“from the rest of  the world.”

The U.S. seeks nothing more than 
a “stable and economically prosper-
ous Korean peninsula,” not military 
conflict, the official said. But the U.S. 
will respond to North Korea’s threats 
accordingly and won’t engage Pyong-
yang until it “chooses a more peaceful 
way forward.”

Han said U.S. sanctions efforts are 
misguided and cited the opening cere-
mony of  a sprawling new high-rise res-
idential area in Pyongyang on Thurs-
day as evidence that sanctions have 
failed to ruin the country’s economy. 
Leader Kim Jong Un presided over the 
ceremony before about 100,000 resi-
dents and a large contingent of  foreign 
journalists who have been allowed in 
to cover the holiday.

Han dismissed the suggestion 
Trump made last year during his pres-
idential campaign that he was willing 
to meet Kim Jong Un, possibly over 
hamburgers.

“I think that was nothing more than 
lip service during the campaign to 
make himself  more popular,” Han said. 

Official says North Korea
prepared to take on U.S.

Associated Press

Han Song Ryol, North Korea’s vice minister of foreign affairs, 
speaks during an interview with The Associated Press on Friday in 
Pyongyang, North Korea.
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